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A beautifully written and illustrated history of )
D ons: 305x 205 Mawson’s huts, the unique buildings used as the
mmensions: SUHx 275 mm base for one of the most significant expeditions in

Extent: 192 pages Antarctic history.

Photographs and images: c. 114 black and white,
and 115 colour For the first time comes this photographic history of Sir
Text: 35,000 words

Douglas Mawson’s Australasian Antarctic Expedition (AAE)

Publisher: Allen & Unwin 1911-14, containing the largest ever published collection

Available: May 2008 of the AAEs historic images by the expedition’s official THE BIRTHPLACE OF

Special price: $95 plus freight $5 within Australia photographer, Frank Hurley and other members of the AUSTRALIA’S ANTARCTIC HERITAGE
(international freight $35 NZ $90 UK and expedition.

USA - other countries on application) ' :
Alongside the historic photographs, a series of contemporary

colour images capture the huts as they are today, as well as
. L. L. the raw beauty of the Cape Denison site and the region’s
SpeCIal limited edition wildlife. Included are never before published photographs of

the main hut’s interior and some of the possessions, clothing
There will be a special limited edition of 400 and equipment left behind by the men when the AAE
leather-bound copies, each of which will be departed for home in December 1913.

personally signed by Sir Douglas Mawson’s seven

srandchildr Produced by the Mawson’s Huts Foundation in partnership
grandchildren.

) o . . with the Australian Antarctic Division, the book is also a
Prlce: $4QO plu\?‘ $'25 freight in Australia stunning visual record of the conservation programme that is
(international freight COjStS: $35 NZ $90 UK underway. All proceeds from this book will go directly to the
and USA - other countries on application) conservation programme of the huts and the thousands

of artefacts that are a priceless reminder of the heroism of the
All prices in Australian dollars men of the AAE.
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MAWSON’S EPIC JOURNEY

In addition to being one of the most successful
scientific research expeditions of it’s time, the AAE
was also considered one of the most heroic, largely due
to Mawson’s miraculous story of courage and survival.
When Mawson’s companions, Belgrave Ninnis and
Xavier Mertz, tragically died during a remote sledging
expedition and much of the group’s equipment and
food plummeted down a crevasse, Mawson was forced
to embark on a desperate journey that would see him
walk 500 kilometres, the last 160 kilometres starving
and alone. Incredibly, he eventually reached the huts
at Cape Denison, only to find that his ship, the Aurora,
had departed a few hours earlier, forcing him to remain
behind for another winter.

In addition to the extraordinary story of the expedition
itself, Mawson’s Huts recounts the planning of the
AAE, the battle for funds and sponsors, and includes
brief biographical details and photographs of the 32
expeditioners who accompanied Mawson on one of the
greatest Antarctic expeditions in history.

PURCHASE A BOOK AND HELP
SAVE MAWSON’S HUTS

Established in 1997 with the support of the Australian
Government, the Mawson’s Huts Foundation is a not-
for-profit charity organisation that exists solely to raise
funds for the conservation of the historic huts. It has
produced this book to promote the need for conserving
the Cape Denison site and to raise funds for the work.

Working closely with the Australian Antarctic
Division, the Foundation has financed and organised

a series of major expeditions with heritage specialists.
The first, in 1997-98, possibly saved the main hut

from almost certain destruction by replacing one of

the main wooden beams supporting the apex of the
building. Both the roof of the living quarters and the
workshop area have now been reclad using Baltic pine
from the exact same source in Finland and to the same
specifications that Mawson used to build the huts

in 1912. The original materials remain untouched

and secure under the new layer. With the huts now
protected from the further ingress of ice and snow, work
for the next few years will concentrate on conserving
the treasure trove of artefacts inside and outside the
building.

Each book sold will help with this effort.
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